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Be a Part of the
Members of Aboriginal Descent
Caucus Group

Ten years have passed since the federal
government declared June 21 to be National
Aboriginal Day to honour and celebrate
Canada’s First Nations, Inuit and Métis.

When Governor-General Roméo LeBlanc
signed the proclamation formally desig-
nating the day on June 13, 1996, he spoke
about the important contributions that
aboriginals have made in this country.

“Many cities in Canada are less than a hun-
dred years old. But aboriginal people have
lived in this land for more than a hundred
centuries,” said LeBlanc at Rideau Hall.

“From coast to coast and in the Arctic, they
first explored our lakes and rivers, they first

mastered our forests and prairies, and they
helped those who came later to join them.”

“On June 21st, this year and every year,
Canada will honour the native peoples who
first brought humanity to this great land,”
said LeBlanc. “And may the first peoples of
our past always be full and proud partners
in our future.” The day’s proclamation was
an event 14 years in the making.

June 11, 2008 - The Canadian Government
apologized to First Nations, Métis and Inuit
People:

“Let the Healing Begin — Come Join
Our Circle”

Come celebrate our
Members of Aboriginal Descent
by participating in the

Human Rights and Equity Caucus.

Please visit ONA's website for information on the Equity Caucus held annually at either
the November Provincial Coordinators Meeting or the Biennial Convention.

If you are interested in joining the members of Aboriginal Descent, please contact your member of the
ONA Human Rights and Equity Team at hreaboriginal@ona.org or send your name, e-mail address, ONA
ID number and the name of the designated group listing(s) to which you belong and wish to be included
to: Enid Mitchell, Manager of the North District Service Team at enidm@ona.org.





