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Labour dispute 

Ms. Judith Monteith-Farrell: My question is for the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care. Speaker, 
58 public health nurses servicing the greater Thunder Bay region have been on strike for over three 
weeks now. After two years without a contract and with diminishing resources and dwindling 
numbers, they understandably have had enough. But these are health professionals, the front lines 
and often the first point of contact for thousands of Thunder Bay’s most vulnerable residents. 

What is the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care doing to bring their employer, the Thunder Bay 
health unit, back to the table and achieve an equitable end to the strike? 

Hon. Christine Elliott: The situation is most unfortunate. What we are doing now is encouraging all 
parties to stay at the table and discuss. I know this is causing a lot of concern to the people in 
Thunder Bay, and it’s for the benefit of all patients that the parties get together and try to resolve 
their differences. We are doing whatever we are able to do, but that is a discussion that needs to 
happen between the parties. 

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): Supplementary? 

Ms. Judith Monteith-Farrell: Our public health nurses are often the first line of defence against 
infectious disease outbreaks. Just prior to the strike, these nurses were dealing with a serious and 
potentially deadly tuberculosis outbreak. Tuberculosis, unfortunately, isn’t so much a disease of the 
past but a disease of poverty, which only stands to grow in modern-day Ontario. Not surprisingly, 
Thunder Bay’s Indigenous population has been the hardest hit. 

The Premier makes great hay of his love and support for front-line health workers. So, to the 
minister: What is she doing to ensure that these front-line public health nurses have the support of 
this government to get back to work? 

Hon. Christine Elliott: We certainly value the great work that’s being done by public health nurses 
across Ontario. We understand there are situations where diseases that we once thought were 
eradicated, like tuberculosis, are now popping up again. It’s another reason why we’re talking about 
people getting the flu shot. That’s another great public health initiative and announcement. Very 
similarly, we heard also with consumption and treatment services how valuable they were. Public 
health made a lot of inroads and provided us with good, evidence-based information that we can 
make decisions on. 

Once again, all I can expect and hope for is for the parties to come together. We hope they’re able to 
resolve their differences very soon so that they can get back to the really important work they’re 
doing in our communities. 

 


