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Labour dispute 

Ms. Judith Monteith-Farrell: My question is for the Premier. 

The nurses at Thunder Bay District Board of Health are still on strike. I asked the Minister of Health 

two weeks ago what your government was doing to resolve it, but the strike continues, leaving my 

community without these vital front-line workers. 

I think of Kayla, a nurse who works in the Healthy Babies Healthy Children program. She works with 

families with children from prenatal to age six, to support their growth and development. She 

supports new parents, doing home visits and phone calls and check-ins. For many new parents, 

nurses like Kayla are the only support they have. Kayla is just asking for a fair collective agreement 

from her employer so they can get back to work improving the health of my community. 

What is the government doing to resolve this strike immediately? 

Hon. Doug Ford: Minister of Health. 

Hon. Christine Elliott: Thank you very much for the question. 

Of course, this is something that the ministry is not able to get directly involved in. I know this has 

been going on for some time. We hope that an agreement can be reached that’s satisfactory to both 

parties as soon as possible. We are following it closely because, of course, patient care is our first 

and foremost consideration. 

The Speaker (Hon. Ted Arnott): Supplementary? 

Ms. Judith Monteith-Farrell: To the Premier: These public health nurses have been on strike for 

over a month. It is time for this government to do more than deflect the problem, because the work 

they do is so important. 



One of the people on strike is a street nurse. Her name is Shelley. She goes out in the community to 

meet people where they live, in their homes or shelters or on the streets. She protects her 

community from infectious disease outbreaks like TB, HIV and STDs, and from blood-borne 

infections. The work she does also reduces hospital wait times. She can’t do her work now, and that 

puts our community at risk. 

What will this government do to encourage this employer to negotiate a fair collective agreement so 

nurses like Shelley can get back to work protecting our community? 

Hon. Christine Elliott: We certainly appreciate the work that the nurses are doing across the 

province of Ontario. It is important and vital care they provide. 

Safety of patients, of course, is first and foremost so we are following closely, but I’m sure that you 

would not expect us to interfere in those negotiations. That is something that is beyond the mandate 

of the ministry. We respect the conversations that are going on and the negotiations that are going 

on. We do hope that they will come to a resolution sooner rather than later so that the nurses can 

continue to provide the excellent quality care they provide in the community. 

 


