
 

 

 
 

Alan Caslin 

Regional Chair, Niagara Region 

1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way 

Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 

Canada 

 

 

RE: Negotiations with Ontario Nurses Association 

 

Chair Caslin, 

  

I am sending you this letter today at the request of a number of constituents who live within my 

riding regarding the contract negotiations between the Niagara Region and the Registered Nurses 

and Nurse Practitioners who are employed by the Region. 

 

As you know during my days before being elected as the MPP I was the president of my union, 

Unifor Local 199. As such I entirely understand that the negotiations between the Region and 

these professionals will be decided at the bargaining table but I am asking that you take my 

words under consideration during these negotiations. 

 

My office has worked closely with these public health nurses who provide incredibly important 

services to our community. Whether it be the promotion of healthcare and health services here in 

Niagara, education on disease prevention or the numerous services they offer directly to residents 

in need, I am certain that both you and I can agree that these nurses are indispensable when it 

comes to healthcare in our communities. Furthermore, these nurses provide much needed 

coverage and assistance when it comes to issues involving mental health here in Niagara; a 

situation which I believe is in dire need of more attention. In many cases residents are dependent 

on the services offered by registered nurses and nurse practitioners and without these vital 

workers would not have access to these services at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/government/contact/headquarters.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

As I understand it, the membership and leadership of the representatives of these nurses feel the 

offer given to them did not fairly compensate them for the work they do or the education they 

had to obtain in order to provide those services. They have also raised concerns over the wage 

gap in their female-dominated profession when compared to analogous professions.  As such, I 

am requesting that you take into account the incredible work these selfless workers do in our 

community during these negotiations and I urge you to return to the bargaining table to reach an 

agreement that is agreeable to both sides.  

 

If you would like to discuss this further I would be happy to make myself available at your 

convenience.  

  

Best regards, 

 
 

Wayne Gates 

MPP for Niagara Falls, Niagara-on-the-Lake and Fort Erie 

 


